Colton to webcast City Council meetings

By MELANIE C. JOHNSON
The Press-Enterprise
COLTON - Residents who prefer to watch Colton City Council meetings from the comfort of their homes have long had that option through cable television's Channel 3.

Soon, the more tech savvy will have another way to catch city officials in action.

Colton tonight will stream its City Council meeting on the Web in a test run.

It's a warm-up to the official launch in October, when all council meetings will be streamed live and archived online for residents to watch at their convenience, said Dilu de Alwis, finance director.

Meetings of the various commissions, including planning, utilities and parks and recreation, also will be available online after the launch, he said.

Colton will be joining a growing number of Inland cities that stream and archive their council meetings on their Web sites.

Riverside, Corona, Palm Springs, Cathedral City, Murrieta and Temecula all offer online webcasts of their meetings. Fontana launched its system in June.

"We see a lot of residents moving to the Dish Network and Channel 3 is not available to them," de Alwis said.

A company called 12MilesOut.com will administer the system, which will cost the city $22,800 annually, he said. The live streaming will have a 30-second delay behind the cable broadcast. The archived webcasts will allow viewers to click on the item they are interested in so they don't have to watch the entire meeting, he said.

Councilman David Toro said one of his campaign promises when he ran for his District 1 seat was to bring technology to the city, including webcasting. He was elected in 2006.

The added accessibility will keep residents in the know and city officials on their toes, he said.

Toro said he also hopes it will help rebuild trust and get residents more involved with what is going on in their city.

"They don't have to rely on rumors or what they read in the newspaper," he said. "They have the opportunity to view it for themselves."
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WEBCASTS COMING
The city of Colton will do a test run of its webcasting system tonight at the City Council meeting. Starting in October, the meetings of the council and all commissions will stream live and be archived on the city's Web site.

To view: Visit www.ci.colton.ca.us, click on City Hall, then go to the E-Services drop-down menu and click on Watch the Meetings.

