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City needs new leadership

Posted: 10/09/2010 05:41:48 PM PDT

Colton's best hope for restoring credibility on the City Council dais begins with the election of David Zamora as mayor. 

The Sun endorses Zamora in the Nov.2 election, and supports Councilman David Toro in District 1, former Mayor Frank A. Gonzales in District 2 and political newcomer Roseanne Ramos Reyes in District 4. 

We choose Zamora over current Mayor Kelly Chastain, whom we thank for her service. Simply put, we have lost confidence in Chastain. 

Two years ago, when Chastain stared down a nasty recall campaign, we urged voters to keep her on the dais. Generally, the editorial board is skeptical of recall attempts, which are often more about sour grapes than anything else. In the case of Chastain, we believed she deserved a chance to try to right some of the wrongs in Colton. 

To her credit, Chastain worked with her City Council colleagues to establish ethics standards after a former councilman's behavior revealed a serious lack of the checks and balances that are needed to hold elected officials accountable. 

But it turns out Colton's problems went beyond the dais. Gross budgeting errors made by some former top administrators compounded the city's financial woes in this economic downturn - and we have been routinely discouraged by Chastain's and other council members' responses to these mistakes. 

We hold out hope that City Manager Rod Foster, now about 11 months into his contract with Colton, will be the catalyst for improved management at City Hall. 
And we believe Zamora, already a member of the Colton Joint Unified School Board, will easily step into the mayor's shoes and provide Foster and the rest of City Hall with sound leadership. 

We like Zamora's background as a city planner - he's the former community development director for Colton. His expertise will benefit the council as it attempts to revitalize its struggling business community and prepares for eventual development of the area near Arrowhead Regional Medical Center, dubbed the Superblock, and elsewhere in town. 

Zamora is joined by Toro, Gonzales and Reyes in his pledge to keep a tight fist on the city's purse strings - we appreciate that all have done their homework on the budget. 

The foursome supports investigating changing the compensation packages for police and firefighters to improve the city's long-term financial outlook and hopefully restore services in non-public safety departments. They also want to bring the city's utility rates in line with other providers, which would help Colton's efforts to retain local businesses. 

Councilman Toro, whom we supported in his 2006 election, has been a consistent voice of fiscal restraint and accountability in recent months and we support his re-election in District 1. 

Toro faces challenger Kathy Jaramillo, an earnest public servant who currently sits on the city's Utility Commission. Jaramillo's concern for Colton is commendable, but it is no match for Toro's knowledge of District 1 and his demonstrated commitment to the quality-of-life issues (parks, safe routes to school, street maintenance) that matter to his constituents. 

In District 2, we endorse Gonzales, a former mayor and councilman with 20 years' experience, over Utility Commissioner Tony Morales. Gonzales' credentials make him the best choice to replace Councilman Richard De La Rosa, who is stepping down from the dais. Gonzales pledges to revitalize the city's commercial corridors and supports ongoing audits of city departments to guard against waste and mismanagement. 

Our endorsement in District 4 goes to newcomer Reyes over Councilwoman Susan Oliva, who strikes us as more cheerleader than policymaker. 

Reyes, though a newcomer to the political stage, is hardly an ingenue. Her childhood - her mother is Helen Ramos, former city clerk-turned-councilwoman - could be considered a tutorial on local government and we have no doubt her determination and dedication will make an immediate impression on her council colleagues and within the community. 

Colton needs new leadership. It's that simple. Voters should choose Zamora, Toro, Gonzales and Reyes on the Nov. 2 ballot.



Read more: http://www.sbsun.com/ci_16299280?IADID=Search-www.sbsun.com-www.sbsun.com#ixzz11vwZbTyD
